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1. A.W. Tozer: O God, I have tasted Your goodness and it has both satisfied me and made me thirsty for more. I am painfully conscious of my need of further grace. I am ashamed of my lack of desire. O God, the Triune God, I want to want You; I long to be filled with longing; I thirst to be made more thirsty still. Show me Your glory, I ask You, so that I may know You indeed. Begin in mercy a new work of love within me. Say to my soul, "Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away." Then give me grace to rise and follow You up from this misty lowland where I have wandered so long.
2. BLESSED?? R those who hunger & thirst…

A. NOT! How can this be? …For “Righteousness”

B. =Jesus: Spiritual Health >

1.  Not: Genteel desire 4 spiritual nourishment, but desperate starvation/ dehydration
a. It rules out self-satisfied, halfhearted religion. 
b. In fact, hungering & thirsting for righteousness is the only approach the Beatitude accepts.
2.  What is this Righteousness?
     Those who hunger & thirst for righteousness long to live righteously, & for righteousness to prevail in the world. It is a passionate desire, which begins with one’s own life, that all things should be lived in line with God’s will.
     This desire to live in compliance with God’s will is expansive. It includes an increasing sense of a need for God - a desire to be like him. To hunger & thirst for this righteousness means longing after the practical righteousness that the Beatitudes represent both personally and in the world. The one who hungers & thirsts wants the character of the kingdom. He pants after the fruit of the Spirit. He wants God’s will & all it entails. Kent Hughes
 #1: Right w/ God: GIFT: Reconciled & Forgiven

· Gal. 2:16: “A man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.
· Rom. 3:21-24: But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested…, even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe…  being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus
a.  #2: Personal Conformity > X’s Image: = 
· Eph. 4:23-24: “that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, & put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.
b.  #3: Desire: See God's righteousness > God's World
· Isa. 11:9: “The earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.
· How will this be done?
1. Winning others to Christ, the Righteous King/ Kingdom

2. But, Also, In Concurrence w/ above: being the “Salt of the Earth”
    “Those who hunger & thirst for righteousness long to live righteously, & for righteousness to prevail in the world. It is a passionate desire, which begins with one’s own life, that all things should be lived in line with God’s will.”
· Do you hunger & thirst for righteousness… in our nation?
C.  Righteousness… and Our Nation!
· Prov. 20:28 Loyalty and truth preserve the king, and he upholds his throne by righteousness.
· Prov. 14:34 “Righteousness exalts a nation, But sin is a disgrace to any people.”
· Isa. 26:9 “When the earth experiences Your judgments The inhabitants of the world learn righteousness.
· Ps. 11:3: “If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do?"
D.  Our Nation… and Foundations
1.  Righteousness requires Righteous Foundations

· Chuck Colson “Harvard had taken a $22 Million grant, from a friend of mine, to teach an ethics course. I wrote an article saying “why Harvard can’t teach ethics.” Harvard Business School wrote me a nasty letter & said they were teaching ethics. I wrote them back that they couldn’t teach ethics, because ethics derives from the Greek ethos, which means an absolute, a hiding place, a resting place is what ethos means literally, and ethics rests upon absolute. Harvard, as an institution is committed philosophically to relativism, so it’s impossible.”  http://www.jimrushingonline.com/character.htm 

· Chuck Colson: (9/17/08) these financial troubles are the direct result of our nation turning its back on God. Simply put, the rise of relativism in postmodern Western life has led to the collapse of a moral consensus. With everyone making up his own rules when it comes to right and wrong, is it any wonder our economic system is under stress? 

Michael Novak… has said that …Western democratic capitalism is like a   

3 legged stool, resting on political freedom, economic freedom, & moral    

restraint. Take away moral restraint, and the stool collapses. http://www.crosswalk.com/11581878/
2.   1 of The Primary Foundations of any Civilization:  The Family, begun by Marriage of a Man & a Woman
a. Genesis 2:24 24 For this reason a man shall leave his father & his mother, & be joined to his wife; & they shall become 1 flesh.
b.  Before the Church… Israel… Government… THE FAMILY
In The Mansions of Philosophy, Will Durant: “The family has been the ultimate foundation of every civilization known to history. It was the economic & productive unit of society, tilling the land together; it was the political unit of society, w/ parental authority as the supporting microcosm of the State. It was the cultural unit, transmitting letters & arts, rearing & teaching the young; & it was the moral unit, inculcating through cooperative work & discipline, those social dispositions which are the psychological basis & cement of civilized society.”
3.   Today in USA, this basic family unit under attack.

a.  California & Massachusetts: “Gay Marriage” = Legal
· 2004: Massachusetts State Supreme Court ruled to recognize gay “marriage”

· 2008: The California Supreme Court ruled 4-3 to join Mass. as the 2nd state to recognize same-sex “marriage.” In the court’s opinion, Chief Justice Ron George ruled that the ban on same-sex “marriage” was “discriminatory” & that “domestic partnerships are not a good enough substitute for marriage.” The court's decision overturns state laws prohibiting same-sex nuptials.
“The California Supreme Court overturned Proposition 22, the initiative passed in 2000 by more than 61 percent of California’s voters.” “The Court declared a right to ‘same-sex marriage’ in direct opposition to the definition of marriage as only between a man and a woman, established by Proposition 22.”

“If God doesn’t soon bring judgment upon America, 
He’ll have to go back & apologize to Sodom and Gomorrah!”  Ruth Graham
b.  But many are fighting back: 1st w/ Marital fidelity
· Since 2004, when the Mass. State Supreme Court made its ruling to recognize gay “marriage,” 26 states have passed a constitutional ban on the practice.
4. Brings us to Florida: Amendment #2… Tues. Nov. 4th
· In next 6 months, 4 of the 7 members of the Fla. Supreme Ct. will be replaced by Governor Crist completely changing the make up of the Florida high Ct. What happened in Calif. could easily happen here in Fl. over the next year.
· Amendment 2 does 1 thing & 1 thing alone. It defines marriage as the union of 1 man & 1 woman, but it does not prohibit the government or private companies from extending benefits to whoever they wish. The Fl. Supreme Ct. has ruled that Amendment 2 concerns the “single subject” of marriage & simply takes the existing state marriage law and places it into the constitution having similar effect. See, Opinion to the Attorney General, 926 So. 2d. 1229 (2006). Most amendments do something new. Amendment 2 does nothing new but simply protects something longstanding, something precious, and something beautiful.
· Certainly we love homosexuals. This is only about rightly defining marriage.
· "Inasmuch as marriage is the legal union of only 1 man & 1 woman as husband & wife, no other legal union that is treated as marriage or the substantial equivalent thereof shall be valid or recognized."

3. Many that fear God: Discouraged… “Give up?”
Blessed are those who hunger & thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.
Dr. Dale A. Robbins http://www.victorious.org/prayamer.htm   http://www.ccel.org/ccel/bacon_lw/history.ii.xiv.htm l

According to the late church historian, J. Edwin Orr, in the post Revolutionary War years, drunkenness was of epidemic proportions — of a population of 4 million, there were 300,000 who were considered drunkards. Bank robberies occurred daily. Street crime, rape and murder was rampant and citizens were afraid to go out of their homes at night. Profanity was the worst imaginable, shocking in its filthiness.

The spiritual climate of the nation was disparaging. The Presbyterians met in general assembly to deplore the ungodliness of the country. Both the Methodists and Baptists were losing more members than they were gaining. The Lutherans and Episcopalians were struggling, and even considered a merger for the sake of survival. Episcopal Bishop of New York, Samuel Provoost, had confirmed no one for so long that he quit the ministry. Samuel Shepherd, a pastor in Lenox, Massachusetts, said that he had not taken one young person into church membership in sixteen years.

A poll at Harvard revealed that there was not one believer in the entire student body. At Princeton, only two believers were discovered among the students. Christianity was generally ridiculed. A mock communion was conducted at Williams College; Anti-Christian plays were performed at Dartmouth; In New Jersey, a Bible was taken from a Presbyterian church & burned in a public bonfire. Christians were such a minority on campuses that they met in secret and kept minutes in code so they wouldn’t be caught or persecuted.

The Chief Justice of the United States in the early 1800s, John Marshall, wrote that the Church was “too far gone ever to be revived.” Kenneth Scott Latourette, the Church historian, said, “It looked as though Christianity were a waning influence, about to be ushered out of the affairs of men.” Indeed, it appeared that the church in America was an endangered species. By all indications, the nation had rejected the Christianity of their forefathers — sin and moral decay flourished. But something incredible occurred which changed what seemed to be an impossible situation. A revival of prayer erupted that changed the destiny of our nation.

The awakening of prayer seemed to first begin in the British Isles. In 1792…a renewed spiritual hunger and revival began to take hold in Great Britain. John Erskine, a minister in Edinburgh, Scotland, wrote a little book on prayer which stirred the hearts of people, and sent a copy to the famed New England theologian, Jonathan Edwards. He along with another New England preacher, Baptist Pastor Isaac Backus, was instrumental in arousing a national interest to pray. In 1794, the spiritual climate in America was at its worst when Backus called upon the ministers of every American church to unite in prayer for the nation. God was with these efforts, and churches of every denomination responded to the national appeal. Soon, a network of prayer meetings emerged across the country, coordinated to pray in unison, beginning on the first Tuesday of January, 1795, and once each quarter thereafter.

Predictably, as people sought God, signs of revival began to be seen. It was first evident in New England, sweeping through Connecticut then on to Massachusetts. In Logan County Kentucky, where sin was somewhere on the scale of Sodom and Gomorrah, a Presbyterian minister, James McGready, held unified prayer meetings every third Saturday and at sunrise on Sundays. In a letter he wrote that most of the winter of 1799, was spent weeping and mourning with the people of God. Finally in the summer of 1800, great camp meeting revivals swept Kentucky and Tennessee, then burst over into North and South Carolina and swept the frontier.
4. HOW hungry & thirsty R U 4 Righteousness in USA?


“Who shall resist a man hungering & thirsting? His whole being fights to satisfy his awful needs… This desire is like constant hunger & thirst. Not that it is always equally raging, for the hungry man is not always equally in pain. But, still, he can never quite forget the gnawing within, the burning at the heart… Hunger & thirst are irrepressible. Until you feed the man, his wants will continue to devour him. You may give a hungry man the best music that was ever drawn from strings, or breathed from pipes—but his cravings are not soothed—you do but mock him.
Who shall resist a man hungering & thirsting? His whole being fights to satisfy his awful needs. Blessed are they that have a longing for righteousness, which no one word can fully describe and no one craving can set forth. Hunger must be joined with thirst, to set forth the strength and eagerness of the desire after righteousness.

This desire is like continual hunger and thirst. Not that it is always equally raging, for the hungry man is not always equally in pain. But, still, he can never quite forget the gnawing within, the burning at the heart. Blessed is the man who is always desiring righteousness with an insatiable longing that nothing can turn aside. Hunger and thirst are irrepressible. Until you feed the man, his wants will continue to devour him. You may give a hungry man the best music that was ever drawn from strings, or breathed from pipes—but his cravings are not soothed—you do but mock him.

You may set before him the fairest prospect. But unless in that prospect there stands a loaf of bread & cup of water, he has no heart for flood or field, mountain or forest. They are blessed, says Christ, who, with regard to righteousness, are always seeking it & cannot be satisfied until they find it. The desire toward righteousness, which a man must have in order to be blessed, is not a faint one, in which he feebly says, “I wish I could be righteous.” Neither is it a passing outburst of good desires. But it is a longing which, like hunger and thirst, abides with a man and masters him. SPURGEON
5. In the 40 + days until our election…?

a.  Will U B hungry & thirsty enough to pray? Booklet (Not take place of devotions / 1 per family)
b.  Will U B Hun. & Thirsty enough 2 vote/tell: Am. 2? 

. 

Those who “hunger & thirst for righteousness” long to live righteously, & for righteousness to prevail in the world. It is a passionate desire, which begins with one’s own life, that all things should be lived in line with God’s will.

6. Let’s ask Lord: fill us so our : Prayers 4 Righteousness & Wds. of Rights > in our decaying > Preserving Salt
· Fill My Cup: Insert (Lord, fill me w/ a hungering/thirsting 4 Righteousness!
· Come to Altar: Rom.12:2: Prayer Book & Fact Sheet on Am. 2
“O God, I have tasted Your goodness and it has both satisfied me and made me thirsty for  more. I am painfully conscious of my need of further grace. I am ashamed of my lack of desire. O God, the Triune God, I want to want You; I long to be filled with longing; I thirst to be made more thirsty still. Show me Your glory, I ask You, so that I may know You indeed. Begin in mercy a new work of love within me. Say to my soul, "Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away." Then give me grace to rise and follow You up from this misty lowland where I have wandered so long.” A.W. Tozer
Rom. 3:21-24: But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested…, even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe…  being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus.
Isa. 11:9: “The earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.
Prov. 20:28 Loyalty and truth preserve the king, and he upholds his throne by righteousness.
Prov. 14:34 “Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people.”
Isa. 26:9 “When the earth experiences Your judgments the inhabitants of the world learn righteousness.
Ps. 11:3: “If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do?"
Notes: Used & Unused

George A. Baxter, who made an early visit to the scenes of the revival, the following:

“On my way I was informed by settlers on the road that the character of Kentucky travelers was entirely changed, and that they were as remarkable for sobriety as they had formerly been for dissoluteness and immorality. And indeed I found Kentucky to appearances the most moral place I had ever seen. A profane expression was hardly ever heard. A religious awe seemed to pervade the country. Upon the whole, I think the revival in Kentucky the most extraordinary that has ever visited the church of Christ; and, all things considered, it was peculiarly adapted to the circumstances of the country into which it came. Infidelity had been triumphant and religion was on the point of expiring. Something extraordinary seemed necessary to arrest the attention of a giddy people who were ready to conclude that Christianity was a fable and heaven a delusion. This revival has done it. It has confounded infidelity & brought numbers beyond calculation under serious impressions.” http://www.ccel.org/ccel/bacon_lw/history.ii.xiv.html  (237)

Over 1 million signatures have been collected to place the gay “marriage” ban on ballot for the public to vote on. The initiative is still being processed by the State Registrar.

If a majority of state residents vote positively on the ban this November, the amendment will overturn and nullify the decision by the California Supreme Court – an outcome that Christian groups are banking on.

"The only way Californians can reverse this outrageous decision and restore common sense is by passing the ProtectMarriage.com initiative on the November ballot,” Bill May, chairman of Catholics for the Common Good and spokesperson for Stand with Children, explained. “That would put the definition of marriage in the state constitution – putting it out of reach of judges and politicians.”

Brian Brown of the National organization of Marriage said that he was certain that the popular will of the people would ultimately prevail.

"I do think it will activate and energize Californians,” Brown said, speaking of the gay “marriage” ban, according to The Associated Press. “I'm more confident than ever that we will be able to pass this amendment come November."

Pending the ruling of California Supreme Court, gay couples will be eligible to file for marriage licenses within 30 days.

Christian groups have requested that state officials issue a “stop” on gay “marriage” licenses until after the results of the November ballot.

Since 2004, when the Massachusetts State Supreme Court made its ruling to recognize gay “marriage,” 26 states have passed a constitutional ban on the practice, while over a dozen others have passed laws limiting or outlawing it.

If God doesn’t soon bring judgment upon America, He’ll have to go back and apologize to Sodom and Gomorrah!”  Ruth Graham 

"Inasmuch as marriage is the legal union of only one man and one woman as husband and wife, no other legal union that is treated as marriage or the substantial equivalent thereof shall be valid or recognized."
Dr. Dale A. Robbins http://www.victorious.org/prayamer.htm 
According to the late church historian, J. Edwin Orr, in the post Revolutionary War years, drunkenness was of epidemic proportions — of a population of four million, three hundred thousand were considered drunkards. Bank robberies occurred daily. Street crime, rape and murder was rampant and citizens were afraid to go out of their homes at night. Profanity was the worst imaginable, shocking in its filthiness.

The spiritual climate of the nation was disparaging. The Presbyterians met in general assembly to deplore the ungodliness of the country. Both the Methodists and Baptists were losing more members than they were gaining. The Lutherans and Episcopalians were struggling, and even considered a merger for the sake of survival. Episcopal Bishop of New York, Samuel Provoost, had confirmed no one for so long that he quit the ministry. Samuel Shepherd, a pastor in Lenox, Massachusetts, said that he had not taken one young person into church membership in sixteen years.

A poll at Harvard revealed that there was not one believer in the entire student body. At Princeton, only two believers were discovered among the students. Christianity was generally ridiculed. A mock communion was conducted at Williams College; Anti-Christian plays were performed at Dartmouth; In New Jersey, a Bible was taken from a Presbyterian church and burned in a public bonfire. Christians were such a minority on campuses that they met in secret and kept minutes in code so they wouldn’t be caught or persecuted.

The Chief Justice of the United States in the early 1800s, John Marshall, wrote that the Church was “too far gone ever to be revived.” Kenneth Scott Latourette, the Church historian, said, “It looked as though Christianity were a waning influence, about to be ushered out of the affairs of men.” Indeed, it appeared that the church in America was an endangered species. By all indications, the nation had rejected the Christianity of their forefathers — sin and moral decay flourished. But something incredible occurred which changed what seemed to be an impossible situation. A revival of prayer erupted that changed the destiny of our nation.

The awakening of prayer seemed to first begin in the British Isles. In 1792…a renewed spiritual hunger and revival began to take hold in Great Britain. John Erskine, a minister in Edinburgh, Scotland, wrote a little book on prayer which stirred the hearts of people, and sent a copy to the famed New England theologian, Jonathan Edwards. He along with another New England preacher, Baptist Pastor Isacc Backus, was instrumental in arousing a national interest to pray. In 1794, the spiritual climate in America was at its worst when Backus called upon the ministers of every American church to unite in prayer for the nation. God was with these efforts, and churches of every denomination responded to the national appeal. Soon, a network of prayer meetings emerged across the country, coordinated to pray in unison, beginning on the first Tuesday of January, 1795, and once each quarter thereafter.

Predictably, as people sought God, signs of revival began to be seen. It was first evident in New England, sweeping through Connecticut then on to Massachusetts. In Logan County Kentucky, where sin was somewhere on the scale of Sodom and Gomorrah, a Presbyterian minister, James McGready, held unified prayer meetings every third Saturday and at sunrise on Sundays. In a letter he wrote that most of the winter of 1799, was spent weeping and mourning with the people of God. Finally in the summer of 1800, great camp meeting revivals swept Kentucky and Tennessee, then burst over into North and South Carolina and swept the frontier.

Fact Sheet

Amendment 2 does one thing and one thing alone.

Amendment 2 does one thing and one thing alone. It defines marriage as the union of one man and one woman, but it does not prohibit the government or private companies from extending benefits to whoever they wish. The Florida Supreme Court has ruled that Amendment 2 concerns the “single subject” of marriage and simply takes the existing state marriage law and places it into the constitution having similar effect. See, Opinion to the Attorney General, 926 So. 2d. 1229 (2006). Most amendments do something new. Amendment 2 does nothing new but simply protects something longstanding, something precious, and something beautiful.

Amendment 2 allows the people of Florida and not activist judges to decide how marriage is defined.

In Massachusetts and now in California, activist judges have re-written marriage laws and ignored the will of the people by legalizing same sex marriages. There is a national movement to do this all over the country which is why 27 states have passed state constitutional amendment to protect marriage. In the next six months, four of the seven members of the Florida Supreme Court will be replaced by Governor Charlie Crist completely changing the make up of the Florida high Court. What happened in California could easily happen here in Florida over the next year. Amendment 2 protects the definition of marriage from activist judges.

Amendment 2 will not take away any existing rights or benefits from anyone.

Amendment 2 does not take away any rights or benefits from Florida’s domestic partnerships or any other shared living arrangement. Homosexuals already have full contract rights under Florida law and access to estate planning tools just as every other citizen. Amendment 2 does not affect these existing rights.

Amendment 2 protects our children.

Amendment 2 protects our children from being taught in public schools that same-sex marriage is the same as natural marriage. If same sex marriage is legalized in Florida, public schools will be forced to teach your children and grandchildren that homosexual marriages are equal to marriages between a man and a woman. Since homosexual marriage was legalized in Massachusetts, public school teachers are now being forced to teach this very thing. NPR Interview, Massachusetts Schools Weigh Gay Topics, September 13, 2004.
In this splendidly paradoxical sentence Jesus tells us what we ought to eat and how we must eat if we are to have spiritual health and ultimate satisfaction. Spiritual health comes from hunger and thirst.

to the ancient Palestinian the expression was terribly alive because he was never far from the possibility of dehydration or starvation.
This Beatitude is, of course, another attention-grabbing paradox. It suggests that those who continually hunger are satisfied. Yet, how can one be hungry and satisfied at the same time? Or how can one be satisfied and experience hunger? Satisfied but never satisfied? Full yet empty? Content but discontent?

How does it work? Like this. Someone left a plate of brownies in my church office. I resisted temptation (for a minute or two!) and then poured myself a cup of coffee and retreated to my study, brownie in hand. When I bit in, I tasted the best of brownies, for it was layered with caramel. I was “in heaven” with my brownie and cup of coffee. And I was completely satisfied — for about half an hour. Then I began to hunger and thirst for more! And I ate again with the same effect. It was a sublime cycle.

There you have the idea. The paradox describes a spiritual cycle. The more one conforms to God’s will, the more fulfilled and content one becomes. But that in turn spawns a greater discontent. Our hunger increases and intensifies in the very act of being satisfied.

Paul lived in the blessing of this paradox. He wrote to Timothy, “I know whom I have believed” (2 Timothy 1:12). Yet to the Philippians he expressed a profound longing for Christ — “to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death” (Philippians 3:10). Paul knew Christ intimately, but the intimacy and satisfaction made him long for more.
We taste Thee, O Thou living Bread,
And long to feast upon Thee still;
We drink of Thee, the Fountainhead,
And thirst our souls from Thee to fill.

Ps. 11:3: “If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do?"
Prov. 14:34 “Righteousness exalts a nation, But sin is a disgrace to any people.”
Prov. 20:28 Loyalty and truth preserve the king, and he upholds his throne by righteousness.

19 The firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, "The Lord knows those who are His," and, "Everyone who names the name of the Lord is to abstain from wickedness."
Dr. Dale A. Robbins http://www.victorious.org/prayamer.htm 
According to the late church historian, J. Edwin Orr, in the post Revolutionary War years, drunkenness was of epidemic proportions — of a population of four million, three hundred thousand were considered drunkards. Bank robberies occurred daily. Street crime, rape and murder was rampant and citizens were afraid to go out of their homes at night. Profanity was the worst imaginable, shocking in its filthiness.

The spiritual climate of the nation was disparaging. The Presbyterians met in general assembly to deplore the ungodliness of the country. Both the Methodists and Baptists were losing more members than they were gaining. The Lutherans and Episcopalians were struggling, and even considered a merger for the sake of survival. Episcopal Bishop of New York, Samuel Provoost, had confirmed no one for so long that he quit the ministry. Samuel Shepherd, a pastor in Lenox, Massachusetts, said that he had not taken one young person into church membership in sixteen years.

A poll at Harvard revealed that there was not one believer in the entire student body. At Princeton, only two believers were discovered among the students. Christianity was generally ridiculed. A mock communion was conducted at Williams College; Anti-Christian plays were performed at Dartmouth; In New Jersey, a Bible was taken from a Presbyterian church and burned in a public bonfire. Christians were such a minority on campuses that they met in secret and kept minutes in code so they wouldn’t be caught or persecuted.

The Chief Justice of the United States in the early 1800s, John Marshall, wrote that the Church was “too far gone ever to be revived.” Kenneth Scott Latourette, the Church historian, said, “It looked as though Christianity were a waning influence, about to be ushered out of the affairs of men.” Indeed, it appeared that the church in America was an endangered species. By all indications, the nation had rejected the Christianity of their forefathers — sin and moral decay flourished. But something incredible occurred which changed what seemed to be an impossible situation. A revival of prayer erupted that changed the destiny of our nation.

The awakening of prayer seemed to first begin in the British Isles. In 1792…a renewed spiritual hunger and revival began to take hold in Great Britain. John Erskine, a minister in Edinburgh, Scotland, wrote a little book on prayer which stirred the hearts of people, and sent a copy to the famed New England theologian, Jonathan Edwards. He along with another New England preacher, Baptist Pastor Isacc Backus, was instrumental in arousing a national interest to pray. In 1794, the spiritual climate in America was at its worst when Backus called upon the ministers of every American church to unite in prayer for the nation. God was with these efforts, and churches of every denomination responded to the national appeal. Soon, a network of prayer meetings emerged across the country, coordinated to pray in unison, beginning on the first Tuesday of January, 1795, and once each quarter thereafter.

Predictably, as people sought God, signs of revival began to be seen. It was first evident in New England, sweeping through Connecticut then on to Massachusetts. In Logan County Kentucky, where sin was somewhere on the scale of Sodom and Gomorrah, a Presbyterian minister, James McGready, held unified prayer meetings every third Saturday and at sunrise on Sundays. In a letter he wrote that most of the winter of 1799, was spent weeping and mourning with the people of God. Finally in the summer of 1800, great camp meeting revivals swept Kentucky and Tennessee, then burst over into North and South Carolina and swept the frontier.

 “The Woman @ the Well”: Song

Van Kaam’s poetry

If You Only Knew

“If you only knew that I am the incarnation of the Infinite love you have been longing for deep in your heart. 

     If you only knew that My longing for you surpasses infinitely your longing for Me.

        If you only knew that I am burning with desire to fill you with the living water of grace and love, that my asking you anything is but a loving occasion for Me to touch you, to make you into a new person. 

           If you only knew that I can not do so without your being receptive to me, then you would ask me to give you a drink of divine compassion and I would give you a drink of that living water. 

              To really reach you, I need your asking…”

4 The Fullness of Hunger

Matthew 5:6

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.”

— Matthew 5:6

Nutritionists have dramatized the importance of diet by telling us that we are what we eat. The thinking is, if we eat too many doughnuts and cream puffs, we’ll become walking pastries. And the argument is pretty sound, as far as it goes.

In the realm of the mind and the spirit, “you are what you eat” is more penetrating. If you feed on violence, excitement, erotica, and materialism, you will eventually personify them. You will become what you eat.

I think we can accurately say that Elvis Presley never understood this. His life was a pitiful pursuit of materialism and sensuality. In Elvis’s heyday he earned between $5 million and $6 million a year. It is estimated that he grossed $100 million in his first two years of stardom.

He had three jets, two Cadillacs, a Rolls-Royce, a Lincoln Continental, Buick and Chrysler station wagons, a Jeep, a dune buggy, a converted bus, and three motorcycles.

His favorite car was his 1960 Cadillac limousine. The top was covered with pearl-white Naugahyde. The body was sprayed with forty coats of a specially prepared paint that included crushed diamonds and fish scales. Nearly all the metal trim was plated with eighteen-karat gold.

Inside the car there were two gold-flake telephones, a gold vanity case containing a gold electric razor and gold hair clippers, an electric shoe buffer, a gold-plated television, a record player, an amplifier, air conditioning, and a refrigerator that was capable of making ice in two minutes. He had everything.

Elvis’s sensuality is legendary. Those friends and relatives most familiar with his state in the last months of his life tragically reveal that Elvis had very much become the victim of his appetites. He was what he had eaten — in the profoundest sense.

Elvis Presley’s tragic life dramatizes the significance of the Lord’s teaching in this fourth Beatitude, because in it Jesus sets forth the appetite and menu that bring spiritual well-being: “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.”

In this splendidly paradoxical sentence Jesus tells us what we ought to eat and how we must eat if we are to have spiritual health and ultimate satisfaction. Spiritual health comes from hunger and thirst.
A Healthy Hunger

Because Christ declares that hunger for righteousness is essential to spiritual health and satisfaction, we must carefully consider what it means. Some have supposed that it is the objective righteousness described in Romans that God reckons to the believer’s account, sometimes called imputed righteousness — “righteousness from God” (Romans 1:17; 3:21, 22; cf. Philippians 3:9). However, while the gift of such righteousness is foundational to every believer’s salvation, that is not what is meant here.

Others have confined the meaning to social righteousness, the righteous treatment of the poor and oppressed. This is certainly part of the meaning because in the preceding context (4:12-17) Matthew quotes Isaiah 9:1, 2, which goes on to describe the social justice that will result from the coming of Messiah’s reign. However, the root meaning here is determined by the seven occurrences of “righteousness” in the Sermon on the Mount that indicate it means a subjective righteousness, an inner righteousness that works itself out in one’s living in conformity to God’s will — righteous living. Thus, those who “hunger and thirst for righteousness” long to live righteously, and for righteousness to prevail in the world. It is a passionate desire, which begins with one’s own life, that all things should be lived in line with God’s will.
This desire to live in compliance with God’s will is expansive. It includes an increasing sense of a need for God - a desire to be like him. To hunger and thirst for this righteousness means longing after the practical righteousness that the Beatitudes represent both personally and in the world. The one who hungers and thirsts wants the character of the kingdom. He pants after the fruit of the Spirit. He wants God’s will and all it entails.

A Desperate Hungering

The fourth Beatitude is a call to pursue conformity to God’s will stated in the most extreme of terms. The intensity of the expression is difficult for us to feel because if we are thirsty today, all we need to do is turn on the tap for cold, refreshing water; or if we are hungry, we just open the refrigerator. However, to the ancient Palestinian the expression was terribly alive because he was never far from the possibility of dehydration or starvation.
It is not a comfortable picture. Jesus is far from recommending a genteel desire for spiritual nourishment, but rather a starvation for righteousness, a desperate hungering to be conformed to God’s will.

The Beatitude is further intensified by the fact that this hungering is continual. “Blessed are those who are hungering and thirsting for righteousness.” King David, at his best, was like this. He walked with God as few mortals have. He penned some of our favorite Psalms about his lofty spiritual experiences. And at the same time he wrote of his continual thirst and hunger: “O God, you are my God, earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you, my body longs for you, in a dry and weary land where there is no water” (Psalm 63:1). “And I — in righteousness I will see your face; when I awake, I will be satisfied with seeing your likeness” (Psalm 17:15).

This is the way it is for a healthy believer. He or she never has enough of God and righteousness. He or she is always hungry.

Such Hungering Either Repulses or Draws Us

The language of this Beatitude does not make sense to the modern ear. Indeed, it is too strong for some Christians. It rules out sleek, self-satisfied, halfhearted religion. In fact, hungering and thirsting for righteousness is the only approach the Beatitude accepts.
For some, Jesus’ pronouncement may uncover buried, almost forgotten glimmers of past life when you first came to Christ and perpetually hungered and thirsted for righteousness. You couldn’t get enough of Jesus or his Word. You were joyously desperate for the things of God. You also cared about the world and its spiritual famine. You welcomed opportunities for self-sacrifice and were willing to go for it all. But time blunted your desires, “the realities of life” took over, and that delectable hunger ceased. Now you are content with a life of lesser, limited devotion.

Yet you have not quite forgotten the joy and warmth of earlier times, and Jesus’ words here still stir you. If so, you should heed his call, because you can be restored to what you were meant to be.

You must never be spiritually satisfied. You must pray that each decade of your life will find you more thirsty for a life pleasing to God.

“Blessed are those who desperately hunger and thirst for righteousness,” says our Lord.

Hungering People Know Christ

Jesus pronounces the spiritually famished to be “blessed” or approved. The reason is this: Those who truly hunger and thirst know Christ. And that is why this is such a penetrating warning to evangelicals. Concern for righteous living is on the decline in the evangelical church. Many watch more murders and adulteries on television in one week than their grandparents read about in a lifetime — and with no twinge of conscience. Their casual viewing is a tacit approval of evil. The pollsters tell us that the ethical gap is narrowing between the church and the world. And many evangelicals are no more concerned about the unrighteous plight of the world than their non-Christian neighbors. Some professing evangelicals would regard a desperate longing for righteousness as odd, even fanatical.

If you have no longing for righteousness, you had better initiate a careful analysis of your soul. Christ’s words are such a gracious test, because each of us knows in his heart of hearts whether he really does long for righteous living.

However, if you do hunger and thirst for righteousness, if the Lord has given you a holy discontent with your life, you have his smile!

A Hungerer’s Reward

This Beatitude is, of course, another attention-grabbing paradox. It suggests that those who continually hunger are satisfied. Yet, how can one be hungry and satisfied at the same time? Or how can one be satisfied and experience hunger? Satisfied but never satisfied? Full yet empty? Content but discontent?

Paradoxical Satisfaction

How does it work? Like this. Someone left a plate of brownies in my church office. I resisted temptation (for a minute or two!) and then poured myself a cup of coffee and retreated to my study, brownie in hand. When I bit in, I tasted the best of brownies, for it was layered with caramel. I was “in heaven” with my brownie and cup of coffee. And I was completely satisfied — for about half an hour. Then I began to hunger and thirst for more! And I ate again with the same effect. It was a sublime cycle.

There you have the idea. The paradox describes a spiritual cycle. The more one conforms to God’s will, the more fulfilled and content one becomes. But that in turn spawns a greater discontent. Our hunger increases and intensifies in the very act of being satisfied.

Paul lived in the blessing of this paradox. He wrote to Timothy, “I know whom I have believed” (2 Timothy 1:12). Yet to the Philippians he expressed a profound longing for Christ — “to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death” (Philippians 3:10). Paul knew Christ intimately, but the intimacy and satisfaction made him long for more. Bernard of Clairvaux sang of this cycle. Read his great words slowly:
	We taste Thee, O Thou living Bread,

	
And long to feast upon Thee still;

	We drink of Thee, the Fountainhead,

	
And thirst our souls from Thee to fill.


Jesus, Thou Joy of loving hearts,
Thou Fount of life, Thou Light of men,
From the best bliss that earth imparts,
We turn unfilled to Thee again.

Thy truth unchanged hath ever stood;
Thou savest those that on Thee call;
To them that seek Thee Thou art good,
To them that find Thee all in all.

We taste Thee, O Thou living Bread,
And long to feast upon Thee still;
We drink of Thee, the Fountainhead,
And thirst our souls from Thee to fill.

Our restless spirits yearn for Thee,
Where’er our changeful lot is cast;
Glad when Thy gracious smile we see,
Blessed when our faith can hold Thee fast.

O Jesus, ever with us stay,
Make all our moments calm and bright;
Chase the dark night of sin away,
Shed o’er the world Thy holy light.

Like the woman at the well I was seeking
For things that could not satisfy;
And then I heard my Savior speaking:
"Draw from my well that never shall run dry".

Fill my cup Lord, I lift it up, Lord!
Come and quench this thirsting of my soul.
Bread of heaven, feed me till I want no more.
Fill my cup, fill it up and make me whole!

There are millions in this world who are craving
The pleasures earthly things afford.
But none can match the wondrous treasure
That I find in Jesus Christ my Lord.

So, my brother, if the things this world gave you
Leave hungers that won't pass away,
My blessed Lord will come and save you,
If you kneel to Him and humbly pray:

Ps. 11:3: “If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do?"
Prov. 10:2 Ill-gotten gains do not profit, But righteousness delivers from death.

Prov. 11:4-6 Riches do not profit in the day of wrath, but righteousness delivers from death. The righteousness of the blameless will smooth his way, but the wicked will fall by his own wickedness. The righteousness of the upright will deliver them, but the treacherous will be caught by their own greed.
Prov. 11:18-19 “The wicked earns deceptive wages, but he who sows righteousness gets a true reward. He who is steadfast in righteousness will attain to life, and he who pursues evil will bring about his own death.”
Prov. 12:28 In the way of righteousness is life, and in its pathway there is no death.

Prov. 13:6 Righteousness guards the one whose way is blameless, But wickedness subverts the sinner.

Prov. 14:34 “Righteousness exalts a nation, But sin is a disgrace to any people.”
Prov. 20:28 Loyalty and truth preserve the king, and he upholds his throne by righteousness.

Prov. 21:3 “To do righteousness and justice is desired by the LORD more than sacrifice.”

Prov. 25:5 Take away the wicked before the king, And his throne will be established in righteousness.
5:13 "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled under foot by men. 14 "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; 15 nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 "Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.
Matthew 5:6: "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

Matthew 5:10: "Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

5:20 "For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 6:1 "Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them; otherwise you have no reward with your Father who is in heaven.
6:33 "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.

Isa. 26:9 At night my soul longs for You, Indeed, my spirit within me seeks You diligently; For when the earth experiences Your judgments The inhabitants of the world learn righteousness.
If God doesn’t soon bring judgment upon America, He’ll have to go back and apologize to Sodom and Gomorrah!”  Ruth Graham 

"Inasmuch as marriage is the legal union of only one man and one woman as husband and wife, no other legal union that is treated as marriage or the substantial equivalent thereof shall be valid or recognized."
…these financial troubles are the direct result of our nation turning its back on God. Simply put, the rise of relativism in postmodern Western life has led to the collapse of a moral consensus. With everyone making up his own rules when it comes to right and wrong, is it any wonder our economic system is under stress? 

Michael Novak, the great theologian, has said that …Western democratic capitalism is like a three-legged stool, resting on political freedom, economic freedom, and moral restraint. Take away moral restraint, and the stool collapses. Charles Colson, http://www.crosswalk.com/11581878/ 

In a recent interview of Chuck Colson, by Dr. Joe Stowell, President, Moody Bible Institute, Chuck addressed the “crisis of character” issue in our Ivy League Universities. “But it’s the direct result of what we’ve been teaching in our business schools for the last twenty years. I went to Harvard in 1991 and wrote an article saying: Harvard had taken a $22 Million grant, from a friend of mine, as a matter of fact, to teach an ethics course. I wrote an article saying” why Harvard can’t teach ethics.” Harvard Business School wrote me a nasty letter and said they were teaching ethics. I wrote them back that they couldn’t teach ethics, because ethics derives from the Greek ethos, which means an absolute, a hiding place, a resting place is what ethos means literally, and ethics rests upon absolute. Harvard, as an institution is committed philosophically to relativism, so it’s impossible.”  http://www.jimrushingonline.com/character.htm 
Fact Sheet

Amendment 2 does one thing and one thing alone.

Amendment 2 does one thing and one thing alone. It defines marriage as the union of one man and one woman, but it does not prohibit the government or private companies from extending benefits to whoever they wish. The Florida Supreme Court has ruled that Amendment 2 concerns the “single subject” of marriage and simply takes the existing state marriage law and places it into the constitution having similar effect. See, Opinion to the Attorney General, 926 So. 2d. 1229 (2006). Most amendments do something new. Amendment 2 does nothing new but simply protects something longstanding, something precious, and something beautiful.

Amendment 2 allows the people of Florida and not activist judges to decide how marriage is defined.

In Massachusetts and now in California, activist judges have re-written marriage laws and ignored the will of the people by legalizing same sex marriages. There is a national movement to do this all over the country which is why 27 states have passed state constitutional amendment to protect marriage. In the next six months, four of the seven members of the Florida Supreme Court will be replaced by Governor Charlie Crist completely changing the make up of the Florida high Court. What happened in California could easily happen here in Florida over the next year. Amendment 2 protects the definition of marriage from activist judges.

Amendment 2 will not take away any existing rights or benefits from anyone.

Amendment 2 does not take away any rights or benefits from Florida’s domestic partnerships or any other shared living arrangement. Homosexuals already have full contract rights under Florida law and access to estate planning tools just as every other citizen. Amendment 2 does not affect these existing rights.

Amendment 2 protects our children.

Amendment 2 protects our children from being taught in public schools that same-sex marriage is the same as natural marriage. If same sex marriage is legalized in Florida, public schools will be forced to teach your children and grandchildren that homosexual marriages are equal to marriages between a man and a woman. Since homosexual marriage was legalized in Massachusetts, public school teachers are now being forced to teach this very thing. NPR Interview, Massachusetts Schools Weigh Gay Topics, September 13, 2004.
Complete Satisfaction

The world only offers us empty cups. That is why our text emphasizes that “they alone [those who hunger and thirst] will be filled.” No one can know anything of this satisfaction but a believer.

The Scriptures joyfully attest to the satisfaction that Christ brings:

Jeremiah 2:11 "Has a nation changed gods when they were not gods? But My people have changed their glory For that which does not profit. 12 "Be appalled, O heavens, at this, And shudder, be very desolate," declares the LORD. 13 "For My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, The fountain of living waters, to hew for themselves cisterns, broken cisterns that can hold no water.

15:16 Your words were found and I ate them, And Your words became for me a joy and the delight of my heart; For I have been called by Your name, O LORD God of hosts.
9 Then I looked, and behold, a hand was extended to me; and lo, a scroll was in it. 10 When He spread it out before me, it was written on the front and back, and written on it were lamentations, mourning and woe.  Ezekiel 3:1 Then He said to me, "Son of man, eat what you find; eat this scroll, and go, speak to the house of Israel." 2 So I opened my mouth, and He fed me this scroll. 3 He said to me, "Son of man, feed your stomach and fill your body with this scroll which I am giving you." Then I ate it, and it was sweet as honey in my mouth.
Rev. 10:8 Then the voice which I heard from heaven, I heard again speaking with me, and saying, "Go, take the book which is open in the hand of the angel who stands on the sea and on the land." 9 So I went to the angel, telling him to give me the little book. And he said to me, "Take it and eat it; it will make your stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will be sweet as honey." 10 I took the little book out of the angel's hand and ate it, and in my mouth it was sweet as honey; and when I had eaten it, my stomach was made bitter.
Phil.3:17 Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us. 18 For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ, 19 whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who set their minds on earthly things. 20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;
“But whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” (John 4:14)

“I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.” (John 6:35)

. . . for he satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good things.
(Psalm 107:9)

Eternal Satisfaction

The image of a divine feast is used more than once by Jesus to illustrate the satisfactions of the kingdom. On one occasion Jesus told his disciples, “And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me, so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom” (Luke 22:29-30). 
Now that will be eternal satisfaction!

We need to believe the words of Isaiah: “Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare” (Isaiah 55:1, 2).
We need to practice Jesus’ words: “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well” (Matthew 6:33).

God’s Call: A Profound Hunger

Consider the force of this fourth Beatitude as we have opened it: “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst [like the starving do for food and the thirsty do for water] for righteousness [righteous living], for they will be filled [satisfied completely].”

“You are what you eat” is not as simple as it may first appear. It is profoundly esoteric. The tragedy of our time is that the world is hungering and thirsting after sex and wealth, violence and excitement. The church’s tragedy is that many in her are seeking the same thing — and their diets are making them as empty and pathetic as the world.

We must remember that Jesus has provided us with the menu and appetite. The main course is righteousness — conformity to his will. The method is desperation. We are to hunger for righteousness-and so pursue it with all that is in us. The result is profound satisfaction, now and forever.

How Is Your Appetite?

The answer lies in the spiritual logic of the Beatitudes.

• We must begin with the first Beatitude, true poverty of spirit, realizing that there is nothing within us that commends us to God. We must affirm our spiritual bankruptcy.

• Next, we must graduate to the second Beatitude, truly mourning our sins as well as the sin around us.

• Then we must ascend to the third Beatitude, by allowing our spiritual bankruptcy and mourning to instill in us a truly meek and gentle spirit.

• Finally, as we live the logic of the Beatitudes, we will be able to desperately hunger and thirst for righteousness.

There are few things more important than our spiritual appetite. We are what we eat.

Evangelicals, we need to hear Jesus’ words afresh: “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water” (John 4:10).

“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness:

for they shall be filled.” Matthew 5:6.
BECAUSE man had perfect righteousness before the Fall, he enjoyed perfect blessedness. If you and I shall, by Divine Grace, attain to blessedness hereafter, it will be because God has restored us to righteousness. As it was in the first Paradise, so must it be in the second—righteousness is essential to the blessedness of man. We cannot be truly happy and live in sin. Holiness is the natural element of blessedness. And it can no more live out of that element than a fish could live in the fire.

The happiness of man must come through his righteousness—his being right with God, with man, with himself—

indeed, his being right all round. Since, then, the first blessedness of our unfallen state is gone and the blessedness of perfection hereafter is not yet come, how can we be blessed in the interval which lies between? The answer is, “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness.” Though they have not yet attained the righteousness they desire, yet even the longing for it makes them a blessed people.

The massive blessedness of the past, and the priceless blessedness of the eternal future, are joined together by a band of present blessedness. The band is not so massive as those two things which it unites. But it is of the same metal, has been fashioned by the same hand and is as indestructible as the treasures which it binds together.

Of this hunger and thirst I am going to speak this morning. I feel so unfit for the effort that I must correct myself and say that I hunger and thirst to preach to you but, that is all the power I have. Oh, that I, too, may be filled for your sakes!

May the Spirit of the Lord fulfill my intense desire to minister to you from this beatitude of our Lord Jesus, “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.”

First, then, in our text we have mention of singular appetites—“hunger and thirst”—not for bread and water but,

“after righteousness.” Secondly, we have a remarkable declaration about these hungering people—Jesus says that they

are “blessed,” or happy. And beyond a doubt His judgment is true. Thirdly, in our text is mentioned a special satisfaction

meeting their necessity and in its foresight making them blessed—our Savior says, “they shall be filled.”

I. To begin, then, we shall speak of SINGULAR APPETITES. In this case, one insatiable desire takes different

forms. They hunger and they thirst—the two most urgent needs of the body are used to set forth the cravings of the soul

for righteousness. Hunger and thirst are different but they are both the language of keen desire. He that has ever felt either of these two knows how sharp are the pangs they bring. And if the two are combined in one craving, they make up a restless, terrible, unconquerable passion.

Who shall resist a man hungering and thirsting? His whole being fights to satisfy his awful needs. Blessed are they that have a longing for righteousness, which no one word can fully describe and no one craving can set forth. Hunger must be joined with thirst, to set forth the strength and eagerness of the desire after righteousness.

This desire is like hunger and thirst in constancy. Not that it is always equally raging, for the hungry man is not always equally in pain. But, still, he can never quite forget the gnawing within, the burning at the heart. Blessed is the man who is always desiring righteousness with an insatiable longing that nothing can turn aside. Hunger and thirst are irrepressible. Until you feed the man, his wants will continue to devour him. You may give a hungry man the best music that was ever drawn from strings, or breathed from pipes—but his cravings are not soothed—you do but mock him.

You may set before him the fairest prospect. But unless in that prospect there stands conspicuous a loaf of bread and a cup of water, he has no heart for flood or field, mountain or forest. They are blessed, says Christ, who, with regard to righteousness, are always seeking it and cannot be satisfied until they find it. The desire toward righteousness, which a man must have in order to be blessed, is not a faint one, in which he feebly says, “I wish I could be righteous.” Neither is it a passing outburst of good desires. But it is a longing which, like hunger and thirst, abides with a man and masters him.

He carries it to his work, carries it to his house, carries it to his bed, carries it wherever he, himself, goes, for it rules him with its imperative demands. As the horse-leech cries, “Give, give,” so does the heart cry after purity, integrity and holiness when once it has learned to hunger and thirst after righteousness.

These appetites are concentrated upon one object—the man hungers and thirsts after righteousness and nothing else. Theological works mostly say either that this is imputed righteousness, or implanted righteousness. No doubt these things are meant, but I do not care to insert an adjective where there is none—the text does not say either “imputed” or “implanted”—why need we mend it? It is righteousness which the man pants after—righteousness in all its meanings.

First, he feels that he is not right with God and the discovery causes him great distress. The Spirit of God shows him that he is all wrong with God, for he has broken the Laws which he ought to have kept and he has not paid the homage and love which were justly due. The same Spirit makes him long to get right with God. And, his conscience being aroused, he cannot rest till this is done. This, of course, includes the pardon of his offenses and the giving to him of a righteousness which will make him acceptable to God—he eagerly cries to God for this gift.

One of the bitterest pangs of his soul’s hunger is the dread that this need can never be met. How can man be just with God? It is the peculiar glory of the Gospel that it reveals the righteousness of God—the method by which sinners can be put right with God. And this comes with peculiar sweetness to one who is striving and praying, hungering and thirsting, after righteousness. When he hears of righteousness by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, he leaps at it and lays hold upon it, for it exactly meets his needs.

The hunger now takes another form. The pardoned and justified man now desires to be right in his conduct and language and thought—he pines to be righteous in his whole life. He would be marked by integrity, kindness, mercifulness, love and everything else which goes to make up a right condition of things towards his fellow creatures. He ardently desires to be correct in his feelings and conduct towards God—he craves rightly to know, obey, pray, praise and love his God. He cannot rest till he stands towards God and man as he ought to stand.

His longing is not only to be treated as righteous by God, which comes through the atoning blood and righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ, but that he may be actually righteous before the heart-searching God. Nor will this suffice him—not only must his conduct be right, but he pants to be himself right. He finds within himself irregular desires and he would have these utterly destroyed. He finds tendencies towards unrighteousness. And although he resists these, and overcomes them, yet the tendencies themselves are abhorrent to him.

He finds longings after pleasures that are forbidden. And though he rejects those pleasures with loathing, his trouble is that he should have any inclination towards them at all. He wants to be so renewed that sin shall have no power over him. He has learned that a lustful look is adultery, that a covetous desire is theft, and that wrongful anger is murder. And therefore he craves not only to be free from the look and the desire and the passion, but even from the tendency in that direction. He longs to have the fountain of his being cleansed. He hungers to, “put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.”

He thirsts to be “renewed in knowledge, after the image of Him that created him.” He cannot be content till he is

himself like Jesus, who is the image of the invisible God, the mirror of righteousness and peace. But, mark you, if the man should even attain to this, his hunger and thirst would only take another direction. The godly man hungers and thirsts to see righteousness in others. At times, when he sees the conduct of those around him, he cries, “My soul is among lions.

And I lie even among them that are set on fire.” The more holy he becomes, the more sin vexes his righteous soul and he cries, “Woe is me, that I sojourn in Meshech, that I dwell in the tents of Kedar!”

He often wishes that he had “wings like a dove,” that he might “fly away and be at rest.” Like Cowper, he cries—

“Oh, for a lodge in some vast wilderness,

Some boundless contiguity of shade,

Where rumor of oppression and deceit,

Of unsuccessful or successful war,

Might never reach me more!”

He hungers for godly company—he thirsts to see the unholy made holy. And therefore he cries in his daily prayer, “Your kingdom come. Your will be done in earth, as it is in Heaven.” With hunger and thirst he cries, “Lord, end the reign of sin! Lord, cast down idols! Lord, chase error from the earth! Lord, turn men from lust and avarice and cruelty and drunkenness.” He would live for righteousness and die for righteousness. The zeal of it consumes him.

Brothers and Sisters, I hope you have been able to follow, by your own knowledge, the various movements of this absorbing passion for righteousness, which I have thus feebly sketched for you. Note well that these concentrated appetites are very discriminating. The man does not long for twenty things but only for one thing and for that one thing by itself.

The hunger and the thirst are “after righteousness.” The man does not hunger for wealth—he would rather be poor and be righteous, than be rich through evil. He does not hunger after health—though he would wish to have that great blessing, yet he would rather be sick and have righteousness, than enjoy good health and be unrighteous. He does not even set before himself, as his great object, the rewards of righteousness. These are very desirable—the respect of one’s fellows, peace of mind and communion with God, are by no means little things. But he does not make these the chief objects of his desire, for he knows that they will be added to him if in the first place he seeks after righteousness itself.

If there were no Heaven, the godly man would wish to be righteous. If there were no Hell, he would dread unrighteousness.

His hunger and thirst are after honesty, purity, rectitude and holiness—he hungers and he thirsts to be what

God would have him to be. Always distinguish between seeking Heaven and seeking God, between shunning Hell and

shunning sin. For any hypocrite will desire Heaven and dread Hell. But only the sincere hunger after righteousness.

The thief would shun the prison but he would like to be once more at his theft. The murderer would escape the gallows

but he would readily enough have his hand on his dagger again. The desire to be happy, the wish to be at ease in

conscience—these are poor things. The true and noble hunger of the soul is the desire to be right for righteousness’ sake.

Oh, to be holy, whether that should mean joy or sorrow! Oh, to be pure in heart, whether that would bring me honor or contempt! This—this is the blessed thirst.

Now, where there is this hunger and thirst, these will work in their own way. Hunger and thirst are not the bed makers of the house of manhood. No, they ring the alarm bells and even shake the foundations of the house. The starving man cannot bear himself. Ultimately, his terrible needs may reduce him to a passive condition by the way of faintness and insensibility. But while sense remains in the man, hunger and thirst are fierce forces, which nerve him to the most intense endeavors.

When a prisoner was set at the prison gate to plead for the poor debtors, in the old time, he did plead. Himself reduced to a skeleton, he rattled the box in the ears of persons passing by and cried most piteously that they would give

something to the poor debtors who were starving inside. How a hungry man looks at you! His very look is a piercing

prayer. A man that hungers and thirsts after righteousness, pleads with God with his whole soul. There is no sham prayer

about him.

The man that is hungry and thirsty after righteousness is the wrestling man. This makes him also the active man. For hunger will break through stone walls. He will do anything for food. The worst of it is, that he often attempts foolish

things—he tries to stay his hunger with that which is not bread, and spends his labor upon that which satisfies not. Still,

this only proves how energetic are these appetites and how they call out every power of manhood when they are set upon

righteousness.

Beloved, these are by no means common. Multitudes of people in the world never hunger and thirst after righteousness. Some of you would like to be saved. But you can do very well if you are not. A man that is hungry and thirsty will never say, “I should like a meal but I can do very well without it.” And you do not hunger and thirst, if you can rest without the blessing you profess to value. If you hunger and thirst after righteousness, you want it at once—these cravings will not bear delay—they clamor for immediate supplies. The hungry man’s tense is the present.

Oh, how many there are who, by their delay and by their carelessness, prove that they never hunger and thirst after righteousness! I see also others who are righteous already. They are as good as they want to be. Hear the man talk—“I do not make any profession of religion but I am a great deal better than many that do.” Oh, yes, I know you, Sir. And the Virgin Mary knew you, for she said in her song, “He has filled the hungry with good things. And the rich he has sent empty away.” You will one day be emptied but you will never be filled. Why should you be? You are so blown up with wind that there is no room for the heavenly substance within your heart. 

Many refuse the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the Bread of Heaven. No man can be said to be hungry if he refuses wholesome food. When your child sits down at the table and says that he does not want any dinner, he is evidently not hungry. They that put Christ away and will not have His atonement and His sanctification, are not hungry after righteousness.

Many criticize the little things of the Gospel, the insignificant matters about the minister’s voice and tone and appearance. When a man sits down to dinner and begins to notice that one of the dishes is chipped and one of the roses in the center has an insect on it and the saltshaker is not in the right position to half an inch, and the parsley is not nicely arranged around the cold meat, that fellow is not hungry. Try a poor dockyard laborer, or, better still, his wife and children, and they will eat meat without mustard, and bread without butter. The hungry man will eat fat as well as lean, I guarantee

you. Preaching would not so often be submitted to silly remarks if men were really hungry after the Truth of God.

“Give me a knife and a chance,” says the man who is hungry. “Give me the Gospel,” says the anxious enquirer, “and I care nothing for the eloquence.” Beloved, I wish you may so hunger and thirst after righteousness, that trifles may be trifles to you and the essential Truth of God be your only care.

But alas, there are some that we are sure do not hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they do not care even to hear about it. When your boy stays out in the road at dinnertime, you may be sure that he is not very hungry. The dinner bell is a very prevailing reasoner when it finds its arguments within the listener. As soon as there is notification that food is to be had, the hungry man hastens to the table. I would to God we had more spiritually hungry people to preach to. He would be a blessed preacher who preached to them, for he would be preaching to a blessed people. “Blessed are they

which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.”

II. I have very feebly given you the description of the character and now I come to notice the REMARKABLE DECLARATION of our Lord. He says, “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness.”

This is a paradox. It does not seem possible that people should be hungry and thirsty and yet blessed. Hunger and thirst bring pain. I know you, my Friend, you are here this morning and you are saying within yourself, “Oh, that I

could be right! I am a great sinner; oh, that I were forgiven! Oh, that I could become righteous before God!” Another is

saying, “I trust I am forgiven and saved. But I feel a dreadful fear lest I should fall into sin. O wretched man that I am, to

have sinful tendencies! Oh, that I could be perfect and altogether delivered from this embodied death which surrounds me

in the form of a sinful nature!”

Or, perhaps, another friend sitting here is crying, “God has been very gracious to me. But my children, my husband, my brother—they are living in sin and these are my daily burdens. I have come here with a very heavy heart because they know not the Lord.”

Hearken, dear Friend, and be encouraged. Whatever form your hunger after righteousness may take, you are a

blessed person. Albeit that you endure that pain about yourself and others, you are blessed. Hunger and thirst often cause a sinking feeling and that sinking feeling sometimes turns to a deadly faintness. It may be I am speaking to one who has reached that stage. To him I say, “You are blessed.” I hear you sighing, “Oh, that I could be what I want to be! O

wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the body of this death?

“These inward corruptions, these evil imaginations, they will kill me, I cannot bear them. God has taught me to love what is good and now to will is present with me but how to perform that which is good, I find not. Even my prayers are interrupted by wandering thoughts and my tears of repentance have sin mixed with them.” Beloved, I understand that

faintness and sinking, that groaning and pining. But, nevertheless, you are blessed, for the text says it, and it is a very

remarkable saying, “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness.”

Why are they blessed? Well, first, because Jesus says they are. And if He says it, we do not need any further

proof. If, looking round on the crowd, our Lord passes by those who are self-satisfied, and if His eyes light on the men that sigh, and cry, and hunger and thirst after righteousness and if, with smiling face, He says, “These are the blessed ones,” then depend upon it—they are so. For I know that those whom He declares to be blessed must be blessed, indeed. I would rather be one whom Christ counted blessed, than one who was so esteemed by all the world—for the Lord Jesus knows better than men do.

The man hungering after righteousness ought to consider himself a happy man, because he has been made to know the right value of things. Before, he set a high value upon worthless pleasure, and he reckoned the dross of the praise of men to be as pure gold. But now he values righteousness and is not as the child who prizes glass beads more than pearls.

He has already obtained some measure of righteousness, for his judgment reckons rightly. He ought to be thankful for being so far enlightened.

Once he put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter—darkness for light and light for darkness. But now the Lord has

brought him to know what is good and what it is that the Lord does require of him—in gaining this right judgment he

is a blessed man and on the way to still greater blessedness!

Observe, further, that not only does he estimate things correctly, but he has a heart towards that which is good and desirable. Once he only cared for earthly comforts. Now he hungers and thirsts after righteousness. “Give me a bit of

meat in the pot,” cries the worldling, “and I will leave your precious righteousness to those who want it.” But this man

prizes the spiritual above the natural—righteousness is happiness to him. His one cry is, “Give me righteousness.”

His whole heart is set on it and this is no mean privilege. He that is filled with the desire of that which God approves, is himself approved. To such a man is given a magnanimity which is of more than royal nature, and for it, he should be grateful to God. He is blessed because, in the presence of this hunger, many meaner hungers die out. One master passion, like Aaron’s rod, swallows up all the rest. He hungers and thirsts after righteousness. And, therefore, he has done with the craving of lust, the greed of avarice, the passion of hate, the pining of ambition.

We have known sickly men to be overtaken by a disease which has driven out their old complaints—a fresh fire has put out the former ones. So men, under the influence of a craving for righteousness, have found hunger for land, and

hunger for gold, and thirst for pride and lust, by God’s Divine Grace, come to an end. The new affections have expelled

the old. Even as the Israelites drove the Canaanites into the mountains, or slew them, God alone can give this hungering

and thirsting after righteousness. And it is one of its grand qualities that it drives out the groveling and sinful lusting

which otherwise would consume our hearts.

These men are blessed by being delivered from many foolish delusions. The delusion is most common that man can get everything that he needs in religion out of himself. Most men are deluded in this way—they think they have a springing well of power within from which they can cleanse and revive and satisfy themselves. Try a hungry man, or a thirsty man with this doctrine, “My dear fellow, you need not be hungry—you can satisfy yourself from yourself.” What is his answer? “I have tied a hunger belt around myself to keep down the hunger. But even that I did not find within myself. I

am hungry and must have food from outside, or I shall die.”

He cannot eat his own heart, nor feed upon his own liver—it is not possible for him to satisfy his hunger from himself. The common spiritual delusion of men is of like kind. They imagine that they can, by an effort of their own, satisfy

conscience, make themselves pure, and produce righteousness of character. Still do they dream of bringing a clean thing

out of an unclean. Let spiritual hunger and thirst come upon them and they escape from this snare. The man cries, “Self-trust is a refuge of lies, I must be helped from Above. I must be saved by Divine Grace, or I shall remain unrighteous to

the end.” Spiritual hunger and thirst are wonderful teachers of the Doctrines of Grace and very speedy dispellers of the

illusions of pride.

Once again—these men are blessed because they are already worked upon by the Holy Spirit. Hunger and thirst after righteousness are always the production of the Holy Spirit. It is not natural for man to love the good and the holy. He

loves that which is wrong and evil. He loves the trespass or the omission, but strict rectitude before God he does not seek

after. When a man is hungry to be true, hungry to be sober, hungry to be pure, hungry to be holy—his hunger is a gift

from Heaven and a pledge of the Heaven from which it came.
Once more—this man is blessed, for in his hunger and thirst he is in accord with the Lord Jesus Christ. When our

Lord was here, He hungered after righteousness, longing to do and suffer His Father’s will. His disciples, on one occasion, went away to the city to buy meat. And He, being left alone, thirsted to bless the poor sinful woman of Samaria,

who came to the well to draw water. To her He said, “Give me to drink,” not only to commence the conversation but

because He thirsted to make that woman righteous.

He thirsted to convince her of her sin and lead her to saving faith. And when He had done so, His desire was gratified. When His disciples came back, though He had not touched a morsel of bread, or a drop of water, He said, “I have meat to eat that you know not of. My meat is to do the will of Him that sent me and to finish His work.”

Our Lord, on the Cross, said, “I thirst,” and that thirst of His lips and of His mouth was but the index of the deeper

thirst of His heart and soul that righteousness might reign by His death. He died that the righteousness of God might be

vindicated. He lives that the righteousness of God may be proclaimed. He pleads that the righteousness of God may be

brought home to sinners. He reigns that this righteousness may chase out of this world the iniquity which now destroys

it. When you hunger and thirst after righteousness in any of the shapes I have described, you are in a measure partakers

with Christ and have fellowship with Him in His heart’s desire. As He is blessed, so are you, for “blessed are they which

do hunger and thirst after righteousness.”

I think I must have astonished some who have been mourning and crying, “Oh, that the Lord would give me to live upon His righteousness and I would thank Him forever and ever!” Why, you are one of the blessed! “Alas,” cries one, “I am pining to be delivered from sin—I do not mean from the punishment of it, Sir, but from the taint of it. I want to be

perfectly pure and holy.” Do you? My dear Friend, you are numbered among the blessed at this very moment.

A great professor at your side in the pew is saying, “Blessed be God, I am perfect already” Well, I am not sure about that party’s blessedness. That fine bird is not mentioned in my text. But I am sure about yonder soul that hungers and thirsts after righteousness, for the Word is clear and plain—“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness.”

III. And now I close with the best of all, SPECIAL SATISFACTION. “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst

after righteousness: for they shall be filled.”

This is a singular statement. They are to be blessed while they hunger and thirst. If they become filled, will they still be blessed? Yes, and what is more, they will still hunger and thirst. You say that is strange. Yes, it is. But everything is

wonderful in the kingdom of God. Paradoxes, in spiritual things, are as plentiful as blackberries. In fact, if you cannot

believe a paradox, you cannot believe in Christ Himself, for he is God and Man in one Person—and that is a paradoxical

mystery. How can one Person be infinite and yet finite? How can He be immortal and yet die?

Ours is a Gospel wherein lies many an orthodox paradox. He that is filled by Christ hungers more than he did before, only the hunger is of another kind and has no bitterness in it. He that hungers most is the man who is full in the highest sense—

“I thirst but not as once I did,

The vain delights of earth to share.

Your wounds, Immanuel, all forbid

That I should seek my pleasures there.”

Lord, when I get what You give me of Your Divine Grace, then I feel a new craving, which seeks after higher things! My soul enlarges by what it feeds upon and then it cries, “Give me still more.” When a man leaves off crying for more, he may doubt whether he has ever received anything at all. Divine Grace fills and then enlarges. Increase of Grace is increase of capacity for Grace. Cry still, “Lord, increase my faith, my love, my hope, my every Grace! Enlarge my soul, that I may take in more and more of You!”

Now I am going to show you how it is that we can be filled, even now, although still hungry and thirsty. For first,

although we hunger and thirst after righteousness, we are more than filled with the righteousness of God. I do believe my

God to be perfectly righteous, not only in His Nature and Essence, in His Law and judgment, but also in all His decrees,

acts, words, and teachings. I sit down and anxiously peer into the dreadful truth of the eternal perdition of the wicked.

But my heart is full of rest when I remember that God is righteous—the Judge of all the earth must do right.

I cannot untie the knots of difficulty over which some men stand perplexed, but I know that God is righteous, and there I leave my bewilderments. God will see to it that the right thing is done in every case and forevermore. Moreover, as I see how iniquity abounds in the world, I am right glad that there is no iniquity in the Lord, my God. As I see error in the Church, I rest in the fact that no error finds countenance with Him. Wrongdoing seems to be everywhere—certain men would rend away every man’s property from him and the opposite order would grind down the poor in their wages.

But this is our anchor—there is a power which makes for righteousness, and that power is God. I am filled with joy as I see righteousness enthroned in God. Do you not know this gladness?

Next, we are also filled with the righteousness of Christ. What if I am sinful, what if I have no righteousness that I

dare bring before God. Yet—

“Jesus, Your blood and righteousness

My beauty are, my glorious dress.”

True, I have to cry with the leper, “Unclean, unclean.” And yet, as a Believer in the Lord Jesus, I am justified in Him, accepted in Him—and in Him complete. God looks on me, not as I am, but as Christ is. He sees me through the perfect obedience of the Well-Beloved and I stand before Him without condemnation., No, with full acceptance and favor. The more you think of the righteousness of Christ, the more it will fill you with grateful satisfaction—for His righteousness

is far greater than your unrighteousness.

Yet you will be crying all the same, “O Lord, perfect me in Your image, and give me righteousness!” A fullness of

Divine content, even to running over, will be yours, while you sing, “There is therefore now no condemnation to them

which are in Christ Jesus.” “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

You will be satisfied, first, with the righteous character of God, and next, with the plan of Divine righteousness revealed

in Christ Jesus.

Look at the sin of this world and groan over it. What a wicked world it is! Read of wars and oppressions, falsehoods and superstitions. Or, if you prefer, see with your own eyes the slums of East London, or the iniquity of our great folks in West London. And then you will hunger and thirst. But even concerning all this, you will be filled as you think of the atonement of Christ and remember that it is more sweet to God than all the sin of man is nauseous. The sweet savor of His sacrifice has removed from the thrice-holy God the reek of this dunghill world and He no longer says that it repents Him that He has made man upon the earth. Because of Christ’s righteousness, the Lord God bears with guilty man and still waits, that He may be gracious to the earth and make it anew in Christ Jesus.

Again, they that hunger and thirst after righteousness are filled with the righteousness which the Holy Spirit works

in them. I do not say that they are satisfied to remain as they are, but they are very grateful for what they are. I am a sinner but yet I do not love sin—is not this delightful? Though I have to fight daily against corruption, yet I have received

an inner life which will fight and must fight and will not be conquered. If I have not yet vanquished sin, it is something to

be struggling against it. Even now, by faith we claim the victory. “Thanks be to God, which gives us the victory through

our Lord Jesus Christ.” Have you ever felt as if you were full to the brim, when you knew that you were, “begotten again

unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead”?

Have you not been filled with delight to know that you were no longer what you used to be, but that you were now

made a partaker of the Divine nature and elevated into the spiritual sphere, wherein you have fellowship with just men

made perfect? Never despise what the Holy Spirit has done for you. Never undervalue Divine Grace already received.

But, on the contrary, feel a Divine delight, a filling-up of your heart, with what the Lord has already done. Within your

soul, perfection lies in embryo—all that you are yet to be is there in the seed. Heaven slumbers in repentance, like an oak

within an acorn. Glory be to God for a new heart—glory be to God for life from the dead!

Here we are filled with thankfulness. And yet we go on hungering and thirsting that the blessing which God has

given may be more fully enjoyed in our experience and displayed in our life.

Brethren, I can tell you when again we get filled with righteousness and that is when we see righteousness increasing among our fellow men. The sight of one poor child converted has filled my heart for a week with joy unspeakable. I have talked frequently—I did last week—with poor people who have been great sinners and the Lord has made them great saints, and I have been as filled with happiness as a man could be. A dozen conversions have set all the bells of my heart ringing marriage-peals and kept them at it by the month together.

It is true that I might have remembered with sadness the multitudes of sinners who are still perishing, and this would have made me go on hungering and thirsting as I do. But still, a score or two of conversions have seemed so rich a blessing that I have been filled with joy even to overflowing. Then have I felt like good old Simeon, when he said, “Lord, now let Your servant depart in peace: for mine eyes have seen Your salvation.” Do you not know what this means? Perhaps not, if you are a big man and must do everything on a big scale.

But for a poor soul like I am, it has been Heaven enough to save a single soul from death. I reckon it a great reward to save a little child. It is bliss to me to bring a humble working man to the Lord’s feet and see him learning the way of righteousness. Oh, try it, Beloved! Try and see if hunger after the souls of men will not be followed by a fullness of delight, which will again lead on to further hunger to bring back lost sheep to Christ’s fold. You will never say, “I have had many conversions, and therefore I am satisfied to have no more.” No, the more you succeed, the more you will hunger and thirst that Christ’s kingdom may come in the hearts of the sons of Adam.

By-and-by we shall quit this mortal body and we shall find ourselves in the disembodied state, “forever with the Lord.” We shall have no ears and eyes, but our spirit will discern and understand without these dull organs. Set free from this material substance, we shall know no sin. Soon will sound the resurrection trumpet and the spirit will enter the refined and spiritualized body and perfected manhood will be ours. Then the man will have his eyes but they will never cast a lustful glance. He will have his ears, but they will never long for unclean talk. He will have his lips but they will never lie.

He will have a heart that will always beat truly and obediently—there will be nothing amiss within his perfect manhood. Oh, what a Heaven that will be to us! I protest that I want no other Heaven than to be with Christ and to be like

He is. Harps for music, and crowns for honor are little as compared with the “kingdom of God and His righteousness.”

Then shall we be filled with righteous society. You will not have to watch your tongue, for fear somebody should make

you an offender for a word.

You will not be plagued with idle chit-chat and silly gossip when you get to Heaven. You will hear no lying there,

you will hear nothing that derogates from the infinite majesty of the Most High. Everybody will be perfect. Oh, will you

not delight yourself in the abundance of righteousness? And then your Lord will descend from Heaven with a shout and

the dead in Christ shall rise and He shall reign with them upon the earth, King of kings and Lord of lords.

Then will come a thousand years of perfect peace and rest, and joy and glory. And you will be there. What a swimming in a sea of righteousness will be yours! You will then be like Christ in all things and all your surroundings will

agree with His. Heaven and earth shall link hands in righteousness. Eternity will follow with its unbroken blessedness.

There shall be no impurity in the kingdom of the blessed God. No devil to tempt, no flesh to corrupt, no want to worry,

nothing to disturb. But you will be—

“Far from a world of grief and sin,

With God eternally shut in.”

Oh, this will be to be filled with righteousness!

My Hearers, you will never be filled unless you hunger first. You must hunger and thirst here, that you may be filled hereafter. If you are hungering and thirsting, what should you do? Look to Jesus, for He alone can satisfy you. Believe on our Lord Jesus Christ. Believe on Him now, for He is made of God unto us righteousness. And if you want righteousness you will find it in the Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-Begotten Son of God.

I am sure those dear Friends who called out so loudly just now, will join with me in crying out from the heart,

“AMEN! AMEN!” May everybody here begin to hunger and thirst after righteousness at once. Let us all say, “AMEN.”

2. Father, I want to know You, but my coward heart fears to give up its toys. I cannot part with them without inward bleeding, and I do not try to hide from You the terror of the parting. I come trembling, but I do come. Please root from my heart all those things which I have cherished so long and which have become a very part of my living self, so that You may enter and dwell there without a rival. Then You shall make the place of Your feet glorious. Then shall my heart have no need of the sun to shine in it, for You, Yourself will be the light of it, and there shall be no night there. In Jesus' name, Amen.

3. Lord, how excellent are Your ways, and how devious and dark are the ways of man. Show us how to die, that we may rise again to newness of life. Rend the veil of our self-life from the top down as You did rend the veil of the Temple. We would draw near in full assurance of faith. We would dwell with You in daily experience here on this earth so that we may be accustomed to the glory when we enter Your heaven to dwell with You there. In Jesus' name, Amen

4. Lord, teach me to listen. The times are noisy and my ears are weary with the thousand raucous sounds which continuously assault them. Give me the spirit of the boy Samuel when he said to You, "Speak, for your servant hears." Let me hear You speaking in my heart. Let me get used to the sound of Your Voice, that its tones may be familiar when the sounds of earth die away and the only sound will be the music of Your speaking Voice. Amen.

5. O God, be exalted over my possessions. Nothing of earth's treasures shall seem dear unto me if only You are glorified in my life. 

Be exalted over my friendships. I am determined that You shall be above all, though I must stand deserted and alone in the midst of the earth. 

Be exalted above my comforts. Though it mean the loss of bodily comforts and the carrying of heavy crosses I shall keep my vow made this day before You. 

Be exalted over my reputation. Make me ambitious to please You even if as a result I must sink into obscurity and my name be forgotten as a dream. 

Rise, O Lord, into Your proper place of honor, above my ambitions, above my likes & dislikes, above my family, my health, & even my life itself. Let me decrease that You may increase, let me sink that You may rise above. Ride forth upon me as You rode into Jerusalem mounted upon the humble little beast, a colt, the foal of an ass, & let me hear the children cry to You, "Hosanna in the highest."

The Dining Room

From the study we went into the dining room, the room of appetites and desires. I spent a lot of time and hard work here trying to satisfy my wants.

I said to Him, "This is a favorite room. I am quite sure You will be pleased with what we serve.

He seated Himself at the table with me and asked, "What is on the menu for dinner?" "Well," I said, "my favorite dishes: money, academic degrees and stocks, with newspaper articles of fame and fortune as side dishes." These were the things I liked - secular fare.

When the food was placed before Him, He said nothing, but I observed that He did not eat it. I said to Him, "Master, don't you care for this food? What is the trouble?"

He answered, "I have food to eat that you do not know of. If you want food that really satisfies you, do the will of the Father. Stop seeking your own pleasures, desires, and satisfaction. Seek to please Him. The food will satisfy you."

There at the table He gave me a taste of the joy of doing God's will. What flavor! There is no food like it in all the world. It alone satisfies.
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When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; 


& after He sat down, His disciples came to Him. 
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Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.





Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.





Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.





Blessed are those who hunger & thirst for righteousness, 


for they shall be satisfied.
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